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Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 MASERU 01188 111448Z 
66 

ACTION AF-07 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-01 INR-05 L-01 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-20 

USIA-06 DRC-01 /055W 

092890 

R 111355Z OCT 74 
FM AMEMBASSY MASERU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4428 
INFO AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY GABORONE 
AMEMBASSY MBABANE 
AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 

UNCLAS MASERU 1188 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

EO 1 1652: NA 
TAGS: PINT LT 

SUBJ: 32 DETAINEES INDICTED FOR CONSPIRACY 

1. THIRTY-TWO OF 177 PERSONS BEING DETAINED ON SUSPICION 
OF INVOLVEMENT IN JANUARY, 1974 COUP ATTEMPT APPEARED 
BEFORE CHIEF JUSTICE J.T. MAPETLA OCT 9 AND WERE INDICTED 
FOR CONSPIRACY TO OVERTHROW GOVERNMENT BY FORCE AND 
VIOLATION OF INTERNAL SECURITY ACT. NO EVIDENCE INTRO- 
DUCED AND ACCUSED REMANDED TO CUSTODY UNTIL NOV 12 WHEN 
THEY WILL ENTER THEIR PLEAS. 

2. ONLY PERSON NAMED AMONG THOSE INDICTED IS SHAKHANE 
MOKHEHLE, MOST PROMINENT OF DETAINEES AND BROTHER OF 
NTSU MOKHEHLE, LEADER-IN-EXILE OF OPPOSITION BASUTOLAND 
CONGRESS PARTY. TWENTY-ONE OF ACCUSED REPRESENTED BY 
BASOTHO LAWYERS MICHAEL RAMOLIBELI AND S. MOOROSI. 
REMAINING 1 1 ARE WITHOUT COUNSEL AND WERE INSTRUCTED BY 
JUSTICE MAPETLA TO PREPARE THEIR DEFENSE TO AVOID FUR- 
THER REQUESTS FOR ADJOURNMENT AFTER TRIAL STARTS NOV 12. 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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3. INDICTMENT OF 32 DETAINEES IS FIRST OSTENSIBLE 
INDICATION OF GOL PROGRESS IN DISPOSING OF CASES 
AGAINST THOSE ARRESTED IN WAKE OF JANUARY DISTURBANCES. 

WHERE CASES AGAINST 145 OTHER DETAINEES STAND STILL IN 
QUESTION. 

HAUGHT 



UNCLASSIFIED 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: DETENTION, GOVERNMENT OVERTHROW, ARRESTS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 11 OCT 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974MASERU01 188 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740290-0692 
From: MASERU 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t1 9741 052/aaaabsrq. tel 

Line Count: 67 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: boyleja 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 16 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <16 APR 2002 by chappeld>; APPROVED <10 FEB 2003 by boyleja> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: 32 DETAINEES INDICTED FOR CONSPIRACY 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, LT 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 
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